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Intended Acreage of Corn, Peas, and Tomatoes 


An increase of 21 per cent in the acreage of corn for 
canning intended to be planted in 1928 as compared with 1927, 
an increase of 15 per cent in peas, and a decrease of 5 per cent 
in tomatoes are indicated by the report of the Truck Crop Sec- 
tion of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics issued April 10. 

On corn reports were received from 124 canners represent- 
ing 34 per cent of the total acreage of corn for canning as pub- 
lished for 1927; on peas, reports from 110 canners representing 
32 per cent of the 1927 acreage, and on tomatoes reports from 
222 canners representing 28 per cent of the 1927 acreage. 


April Crop Conditions 

Condition of the peach crop in the Southern States on April 
1 was 83.5 per cent, compared with 56.0 last year, 58.0 in 1926, 
and 79.3 in 1925, according to the April 10 crop report issued 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The highest condi- 
tion reported is in North Carolina, 90 per cent compared with 
45 a year ago, and 78 in 1926. Georgia, South Carolina, and 
Arkansas are all 85 per cent of normal, or about 25 points better 
than a year ago. While it is still too early to accurately fore- 
cast southern peach production, it is apparent that a better-than- 
average crop is to be expected if weather conditions are favor- 
able from now on. 

A striking feature of the crop report is that the condition of 
winter wheat on April 1 was but 68.8 per cent. Only twice, in 
1917 and 1925, has the April 1 figure been so low since the be- 
ginning of the Department's record in 1879. 
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Farm wages are reported as almost exactly the same as at 
this time last year. The general level on April 1 was 166 per 
cent of the average for the five years previous to the War. 
Farmers report the farm labor supply more nearly normal than 
it was at this time last year. 


Truck Crop Acreage 

Tomatoes.—The commercial acreage planted and intended 
to be planted in 1928 in the early and intermediate states, totals 
100,130 acres as compared with 91,650 acres in 1927, 79,970 in 
1926, and 82,890 in 1925. 

Peas.—The 1928 acreage in the second early states (Cali- 
fornia, Mississippi, South Carolina) is 19,040 against 20,550 
acres in 1927, with an estimated production of 2,071 hampers 
against 2,003 in 1927. 

Strawberries.—The 1928 acreage in early and second early 
states is 88,700, against 80,260 acres in 1927, with an estimated 
production of 160,751 quarts against 129,743 in 1927. 


Business Conditions 

Business during the week ended April 7, as measured by 
the value of checks passing through banks for payment, was 
larger than in either the preceding week or the corresponding 
week of last year, according to the weekly statement of the De- 
partment of Commerce. 

The general level of wholesale prices showed a further re- 
cession, but was higher than a year ago. Time-money rates 
averaged higher than in either the previous week or the corres- 
ponding week last year. Business failures were more numerous 
than in the same week last year, but showed a decline from the 
previous week. 

Preliminary returns from retail firms reporting to the 
Federal Reserve System indicate a slight increase in the volume 
of retail sales in March as compared with a year ago. Sales of 
516 department stores were about 3 per cent greater; those of 
eight five-and-ten-cent chain store systems increased 14 per 
cent. Part of this increase may be attributed to the fact that 
there were five Saturdays in March of this year, as compared 
with four a year ago. Total monthly sales of two reporting 
mail-order houses were 1.5 per cent larger than in March, 1927. 


Car Loadings 
Total Miscellaneous 
Week ended March 81 50,249 
950,428 369.888 260,641 
Corresponding week, 1027 .............. 086,462 980,083 268,080 


Corresponding week, 1926 920,808 $92,707 262,142 
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Forecasts Heavier Freight Movement 
The car service division of the American Railway Associa- 
tion, on the basis of reports from 13 Shippers’ Regional Advi- 
sory Boards, announces that the transportation requirements 
for 29 of the principal commodities during the months April, 
May and June will be approximately 9,035,963 cars, an increase 
of about 3.7 per cent over the corresponding period in 1927. 
According to this statement the actual requirements for 
canned food products, including catsup, jams, jellies, olives, 
pickles, preserves, etc., in 1927, were 32,013 cars, and the es- 
timated requirements for the second quarter of this year are 
placed at 32,787 cars, an increase of 2.4 per cent. 


Trend of Wholesale and Retail Canned Food Prices 

Average wholesale and retail prices of a number of canned 
foods are compiled and published monthly by the U. S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. These averages are computed from a series 
of quotations derived each month from the same sources. Their 
chief purpose is to show trends. The two sets of prices can not 
properly be used to estimate the margins between wholesale and 
retail prices, as they are compiled independently and may or may 
not be on the same grades of articles. 

Average Wholesale Prices of Canned Foods 


Salmon, + 


ork 
per. ‘dos., New York 
Milk, condensed, per case, New York 
Milk, evaporated, per case, New York 


Average Retail Prices of Canned Fooda in 51 Cities on February 15 


1924 1925 1926 1927 
Centa Cente Cents Cents Cents 
Salmon, canned, red, pou $1.2 a4 $7.6 33.2 
Milk, evaporated, 15/16 11.2 11.6 
Beans, baked, No. 2 can x 12.6 12.2 
Corn, canned, No. 2 can le 17.7 16,7 
Peas, canned, No. 2 can x 18.5 17.7 
Tomatoes, canned, No. 2 can x 13.8 12.3 


Pending Legislation 

Corn borer.—The House, on April 11, passed the Purnell 
bill (H. R. 12632) authorizing an appropriation of $7,000,000 
to continue corn borer control work. Under the terms of this 
bill, 90 per cent of the appropriation would be spent for compen- 
sation to farmers. 

Farm relief—The Senate on April 12 passed the McNary- 
Haugen bill (S. 3555) by a vote of 53 to 23, carrying a revolving 


February January February 
1027 1928 1925 
per factory $8,075 $3.200 $3,200 
£2 1.775 1.775 
Pineapple, 24's, per doz., New York ..........ee.e000. 8.150 2.250 2.250 
Corn, per doz factory és 975 1.075 1.075 
TTT 1.d00 1.400 1.00 
4.300 4.575 4.463 
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fund of $400,000,000 and retaining the provision for an equaliza- 
tion fee. Before final passage the bill was amended so as to give 
the advisory councils complete control over its provisions. An 
amendment was also adopted by which the provisions of the 
bill shall not be construed to apply to fresh fruits or vegetables. 


Horticultural work.—The Senate, on April 9, passed the 
bill (H. R. 405) appropriating $35,000 for experiments with and 
propagation of shade, ornamental, fruit, and shelter belt trees, 
shrubs, and vines adapted to the conditions and needs of the 
southern Great Plains area, the work to be carried on at one 
of the existing field stations of the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture in that area. This bill has already passed the House. 


Fish investigation.—The Senate Committee on Commerce 
has submitted a report on the bill (S. 3487) that would authorize 
the Department of Commerce to study, investigate and determine 
the best means and methods of preventing the destruction of 
fish by ditches, canals and other works constructed by the United 
States. The Committee in its report cut from $50,000 to $25,000 
the appropriation as provided in the original bill. The Senate 
bill is the same as H. R. 11796 introduced by Representative 
Johnson and noted in the Information Letter for August 10. 


Foreign trade zones.—The Senate Committee on Commerce 
has reported without amendment the bill (S. 742) providing for 
the establishment, operation and maintenance of foreign trade 
zones in ports of entry of the United States. 


Shippers’ Claims.—Representative Newton has introduced a 
bill (H. R. 12773) which would amend the Interstate Commerce 
Act so as to eliminate the 90-day notice of claims and to increase 
the period for filing claims from four months to nine months. 


Hawaii experiment station.—The House Committee on Agri- 
culture has ordered a favorable report on the bill (S. 757) which 
would provide additional experiment station facilities for Hawaii 
with appropriations aggregating $515,000 for the period 1929- 
1941. 


Labeling imported plant products.—Senator Shortridge has 
introduced a bill (S. 3959) which would amend the Food and 
Drugs Act so as to apply the misbranding provisions to edible 
plant products grown outside the United States and its terri- 
tories if such products are not plainly and conspicuously labeled 
to indicate the country in which they are grown and the com- 
mon name, and quantity by weight or volume of any such pro- 
ducts if mixed with those grown in the United States. 
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Movement to Market of Fruits and Vegetables 


Statistics on the weekly carlot shipments of fruits and vege- 
tables are issued weekly by the Market News Service of the U. 
S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics, and from its latest report 
are taken the following figures on products of interest to the 
canning industry. In its April 10th review vf the market the 
Market News Service states: 

“A most noticeable feature is the gradual decrease of total 
shipments during recent weeks. Until mid-March the combined 
movement, week by week, was running above the corresponding 
record for last season. But since that time each week has shown 
a greater deficiency. Total output of 24 leading products last 
week was only 11,940 cars, or fully 5,000 less than a year ago. 
* * * All southern truck crops, such as cucumbers, peas, 
string beans, and tomatoes, are in much lighter supply than a 
year ago.” 


Mar. Total thie Total last 
Apr. 1-7 25-81 9° season to season to Total last 


1035 Apr. 7 April 9 “##son 

25) ail toe 207 45.577 52,023 54,471 

20 5748 42.771 76,197 T0475 
Agena ain 305 On5 720 2.105 

Domestic shipments .... 54 827 4,186 

2 2 2 977 ol 
537 sat 7.880 7.485 9.656 
String beans: 

Domestic shipments .... so 77 265 1,708 1,505 6.415 

one oon weenes 7 
Tomatoes: 
Domestic shipments ........ 298 180 1.010 8.581 32,408 

417 421 419 3.545 4.206 5.426 


Canned Food Import Trade 
Large increases in the imports of canned meats and toma- 
toes and decreases in the imports of “other canned vegetables” 
were the only marked changes in the canned foods imports trade 
during 1927, according to a review prepared by the Foodstuffs 
Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
Imports during the last three years of the articles for which 
separate figures are available were as follows: 


1925 1926 1927 

Pounds Pounda Pounds 
5,087,908 542.064 506,224 
Canned 0904004 1,868,081 1,002,555 1,066,555 
6460004 87,000,225 82,202,540 96,241,052 
Other canned vegetables 12,004,676 11,581,818 8,487,905 
00.05 60% 2,076,875 8,187,810 2.004.971 
1.450, 1,799,288 1,780,203 


19,806,7 26,215,588 26.760.722 


{ 
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The trend of the imports of canned tomatoes, tomato paste 
and peas during the last five years is shown in the following 
table, which also gives the United States production of canned 
tomatoes and peas: 


1923 1024 1925 1027 

Canned tomatoes: (Thousends of Pounds) 

U. &. production ............ 748,272 635,469 1,008,272 482,200 660,980 

20,040 45,716 84,039 62,125 04,017 
Tomato paste imports ........ 7,189 0,704 20,004 18,078 14,354 
Canned peas: 

U. production .......... 418,400 579,450 534,480 581,270 355,080 

1,466 1,817 1,863 1,003 1,067 


Exports of canned foods are about three times as large as im- 
ports, according to the Foodstuffs Division, which has prepared 
the following comparative table. “The table presents the facts 
as nearly as statistics permit,” the Division states, “and is ac- 
curate except for very minor differences in the classification of 
the imports. It indicates a possibility of improving conditions 
in the domestic industry by supplying at least a part of the 
canned foods which are usually imported. In many cases im- 
ports fill a place not occupied by native products. Many articles 
are in the nature of luxuries which are not purchased at all in 
this country, and fill a place not likely to be occupied by native 
products.” 


1925 1926 1927 
Imports Exports Imports Exports Imports Exports 
(in Th ids of p is) 
10,805 16,890 22,754 15,500 55,669 16,601 
4,621 147,763 1,663 114,560 2.625 102,035 
en 20,041 122,187 36,516 190,233 97,525 123,57) 
Vegetables .......... 122,471 55,361 113,045 120,100 40,857 
2.077 263,360 2.005 247,895 
170,815 605,511 177,946 SISATT 198.001 


Flexible Tariff Act Upheld 

The constitutionality of the so-called flexible provisions of 
the Tariff Act of 1922 was upheld by a decision of the U. 8S. Su- 
preme Court, written by Chief Justice Taft and handed down on 
April 9. The case before the Supreme Court was that involving 
the rate of duty on barium dioxide imported by J. W. Hampton, 
Jr., & Company. 

The opinion states that “if it is thought wise to vary the 
customs duties according to changing conditions of production 
at home and abroad, Congress may authorize the Chief Execu- 
tive to carry out this purpose, with the advisory assistance of a 
Tariff Commission appointed under Congressional authority.” 

It was also held that the fact that Congress declares, as pro- 
vided in the flexible provisions, that one of its motives in fixing 
the rates of duty is so to fix them that they shall encourage the 
industries of this country in the competition with producers in 
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other countries in the sale of goods in this country, can not in- 
validate a revenue act so framed. . 


California Court Sustained in Compensation Case 

The U. S. Supreme Court, in a decision handed down April 
9, affirmed the judgment of the Supreme Court of California in 
upholding an award by the California Industrial Accident Com- 
mission of compensation for a land injury sustained in fishing 
operations in Alaska. The award was made by the Commission 
to a man employed in California to work on a bark and fishing 
boat and to perform services as directed on land in connection 
with the employer's canning operations. 

The U. S. Supreme Court held that when injured the em- 
ploye was not engaged in any work so directly connected with 
navigation and commerce that to permit the rights of the parties 
to be controlled by the local law would interfere with the essen- 
tial uniformity of the general maritime law. 


Veterans Bureau to Buy Asparagus and Peas 


The U. S. Veterans Bureau will receive bids until May 4 
on asparagus tips, medium green, in No. 1 cans; asparagus tips 
and cuts, soup, in No. 10 cans; and peas in No. 2 and No. 10 
cans, for delivery at Philadelphia, New Orleans, San Francisco 
and Chicago. Copies of the schedule on which to submit bids 
may be obtained from the Supply Division of the U. S. Veterans 
Bureau, Washington, D. C. 


National Foreign Trade Convention 
The Fifteenth National Foreign Trade Convention will be 
held at Houston, Texas, on April 25, 26 and 27. Latin America 
will be one of the main themes of the Convention, which will 
have sessions devoted to discussions of the foreign trade out- 
look, merchandising methods, tariffs, merchant marine, and 
other topics of interest to the export trade. 


Foreign Trade Notes 

Exports of fruits preserved in liquid from Australia in Jan- 
uary, according to a statement issued by the Foodstuffs Division 
of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, amounted to 
291,779 pounds valued at $34,705, as compared with 633,748 
pounds valued at $88,440 in January last year. The largest 
items were peaches and apricots. 

The Foodstuffs Division has received an extensive report 
from the commercial attache at Havana on the market in that 
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city for canned fruits and vegetables, copies of which may be 
abtained from the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
at Washington, or from the Bureau's district or cooperative 
offices. 

The duty on meat pastes, potted or tinned, imported into the 
Union of South Africa has been amended and is now 3 pence 
(approximately 6 cents) per pound, or 20 per cent ad valorem. 

Imports of canned meats into Canada in February totaled 
373,867 pounds valued at $48,315, the bulk of which came from 
Argentina. In February, 1927, they amounted to 431,745 pounds 
valued at $55,963. 

Under the new Greco-German commercial treaty, the Greek 
Tariff Revision Committee has recommended a reduction in the 
duty on canned fish from 40 to 20 metallic drachmas per 100 
kilos (approximately $3.37 to $1.68 per 100 pounds). Ratifica- 
tion, which is expected shortly, should assist in clearing Ameri- 
can fish warehoused in Greece. 


Dismisses Applications for Tariff Investigations 
The U. S. Tariff Commission has orally announced that it 
has dismissed without prejudice four applications for investiga- 
tions under Section 316 of the Tariff Act, among which is an 
investigation requested on pineapples. 


Disapproves Proposed Tin Plate Rate Reduction 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has disapproved the 
schedules filed by carriers proposing to reduce the rate on tin 
plate in carloads from San Francisco and certain other San 
Francisco Bay points to Sacramento, shipped by water from the 
Atlantic Seaboard. The schedules, which the Commission had 
previously suspended, have been ordered cancelled and the pro- 
ceeding discontinued. 


Seventeen-Year Locust 

The Insect Pest Survey Bulletin published by the U. S. Bu- 
reau of Entomology calls attention to the fact that the periodi- 
cal cicada Brood II will occur this year throughout a number 
of states on the Atlantic seaboard. This insect is the famous 
seventeen-year locust. The brood mentioned was last heard 
from in 1911 and has been recorded since 1724 in Connecticut 
and since 1775 in New Jersey. While a few scattered observa- 
tions have been made of this brood in the Middle West, it is con- 
fined principally to southeastern New York, eastern Connecti- 
cut, all of New Jersey, eastern Pennsylvania, eastern Maryland, 
District of Columbia, Virginia, and North Carolina. 


